CONSTANTLY IN TRANSIT: CHRIS REDDY'S ENDLESS GIG
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Normally, Wormtown.org will do a story on a performer or group to hype up their next gig knowing that it might be the only time to sing their
prases n some tme. That's not the case with chas reddy - especially this month, when he's playing more shows (or so 1t seems) than even the
omnpresent Bl McCarthy, We caught up with reddy at the starr of a December in whach he's got 11 appearances scheduled. So you've got
plenty apportunity to check him out and gee a copy of his latest CD, "Dieinking Songs for the Working S6ff)" sure to be a christmas present o
give the relatives and leave them with a shit-eating, "You know me..." grin on their face,

WORMTOWN.ORG: You've got a pretty busy December ahead of vou? Are you stopping at 11 gigs or still lnoking to play a few more?
chris reddy: T have actually fit i a couple of chrstmas parties to fill out the month.

WORMTOWN.ORG: Where do vou go for Iyncal mspimtion and what subjects tend to show up most in your songs?

chris reddy: The first CID T released "Info Junke," was completely mstrumental and was recorded on a digral four-track recorder i my living

room. | wasn't comfortable doing vocals in that environment afier having sung with Transit for so many vears and being used 1o plush studios
like Metropolis and Normancdy.

However, after puttng together the Dagaral Kitchen as T eall it T had a little more privacy to start another project with some vocals. T released
"Somification” which has several tracks with vocals, as does the new release "Dinnking Songs for the Workng Suff."” The mspiration for wating
always comes from a different source. On Sonification, "Corporate Guy"” evolved from my experiences m Hi Tech for 20 years and the way |
saw corporate America changng, 1 guess you could say it was a slam agamst the man. Not the guy m the Nextel commercial, another man. Oh,
he's out there. Other songs on the CD were also work related "Time Flies Away" and the reprise. Sometimes places inspire you, for example the
somg "Devil's Acre Half™ 15 an actual place in Canada near the Bay of Fundy. The woods were pretty creepy and T ended up woiting the rough
draft that night around our campfire eventually recording it for the CD. "Over and Ower" was written for my wife Mary and many of the lvrics |
wrote for Transit were relationship dreiven also.

O the new dise 1 decided o have some fun and wrste some donkng songs with some substance. 1 also threw i the old irsh standacd "All for
me Grog" recorded in a sort of Droplack Murphys style. The ttle track was mspired by the orgmal House of Nips on Route 12 - the cover art
reflects my nostalma. T guess vou could say 1 recewved some inspiraton from Guinness stoul.

WORMTOWN.ORG: What's the process you use i promoting your music? Are you satisfied doing it yourself or have you trned to hook up
with an mndependent label?

chris reddy: Since starting my solo acoustic venture 1 have really spent most of my time learning songs and writing arrangements with the loop
for my solo ges, It's very nme consuming but | have sull managed to release two CL3s over the past couple of years. | have just started to send
out copies to independent labels and link wp to indie artist sites. 1 just recerved some

mterest from two firms who provide radio promotion on the west coast so that's a positive sign. As for my performance promotion, 1 have
managed to work without an agent in most cases but | do not count it out in the furure.

My belief for promotng s 1o be organized and keep vour local following constantly updated. When 1 gg, every venue gets posters and email
support. My website 15 constantly updated and added to and press releases are weekly. T will also probably get involved with Taxi and a couple of
other publishing sites early next vear to market my instrumental work, Locally, Peter Caputa at Whizspark has been a big help m networking
clubs and [im Brandisi who works with OS5B has been a good friend and supporter.

WORMTOWN.ORG: Your music's been mcluded in some independent fllms- anything more come out of that? Ts that an outler you continu-
ously try to work?

chris reddy: | have been mvolved with some independent flm makers such as John Chang and Sorry Dog pictures in Chicago but T am looking
to expand into other areas as well. | recently had material used in sports features on WGME Channel 13 (CBS) out of Portland and "Corporate
Guy™ was just featured on a podeast for a polincal acovist site called Sant Kermit. [ am currently workmg some deals with Warren Miller's film
group to submit nstrumentals for s next extreme sports movie and [ hope to break o advertising at some point.

WORMTOWSN.ORG: Tell me a little bit about Digiral Kitchen Studios. Is that only for vour recording projects or have you worked with other
acts?

chris reddy: | call the digital studio "The Digital Kitchen" because it once resided in my kitchen, When 1 moved back to Worcester a vear ago |
decided to set up a room for recording and started up agam. T use a combination of equipment based around a Yamaha AW4416 digiral
recorder. Some Sony digital equipment and Lesicon processing gear. It's very simple but works well for my solo projects. T have plenty of guitar
sampling tools and some decent mics and gear to get the job done. T recorded Nathan Moore's acoustic demo a few months back and it worked
out well for him. | can do small demo projeces not requirmg full drums and crpically those are the types of people who approach me

regarding recording or production help. T provide the cheap alternanve to get vour wdea down on C1D.

WORMTOWN.ORG: You play with Transt, who advertises themselves as "Amerca's Loudest Band." That seems a contradiction to your salo
material but T suspect vou lay a few onginals on the crowd as well - how does that go down?

chris reddy: | started the band Transit m High School in the late "7 with the current drummer Mark Venterea. The hine-up with John Phallips,
MNathan Linsky and | still exists today even though we play much more infrequently. The band has been together for over 20 vears and has
played all over New England regardless of the purported loud volumes. Transit produced four albums

ower the past several vears with latest being "End of the Line” in 1998, The hardest part of trying 1o play onginals at shows was the demand by
cluby cwners and the audience for cover marerial. Not to mention the difference in dow and money. As we got older with more responsibilites,
the original side of Transit became less appealing and we have extsted over the past few vears as another cover act. | do have admir though, 1t 15
a more progressive cover band. How many cover bands can vou name locally who will play The Tubes, Frank Zappa, Blue Ovster Cult and deep
cuts by Velvet Revolver in the same ser?

I think it may be time to start Transit on the ongnal course again, As for my solo mes, T oy to ot the amount of orgnal mareral to a few a
rught unless requested. T don't mund it as much as my arcangements of some covers | play are rewarding enough musically that T do not mind.

WORMTOWN.ORG: Most performers who ply outssde the coffechouse circuit tend to play covers to the bar crowd; how have vou found
your ongnals accepted when vou play these venues and have some of those being introduced to vour music been mchned to buy a CID from
you?

chris reddy: Because my gigs bring me to all sorts of different venues around New England, 1 find the local crowds, specific to that demographic
you may be playing, dictate how far you can go with the material, and whether or not 1o play onginals. In some instances, 1 ean really branch ou
and play onginal instrumentals, such as my gigs i Stowe, Vermont or Sunday Raver, where others might have less tolerance. Locally, the venues
have been great in accepting the matenal | have been playing, regardless of the progressive nature with some of the material, [ think it's healthy
to start thinking about some deviation from the norm. What's weong with some Coldplay or Depeche Mode after Brown Eved Garl?

WORMTOWN.ORG: Outside of continung to play as many places as you can, what's in store for vou an 20062

chris reddy: Well, the winter schedule continues to get busier and there wall be some weekend shows in the mountans of Stowe and Sunday
River (check www.chrisreddy.com) followed by some new dates in southern Maine and New Hampshire. [ am starting two new recording prog-
ects, one jazz fusion/ instrumental oriented and the other all acoustic featuring acoustc solo pieces | have written over the past few months, |
will be wordang with the guys to create a fresh version of Transit and I'm jammin’ with some local guys to do a funk rock jaze thing kinda John
Schofieldish. T guess it wall be a busy vear,

Thanks to Brian Goslow,



